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instance of the governor of the state of Pernambuco, this volume has 
been printed as a contribution to the celebration of the one hundredth 
anniversary of the establishment of the printing-press in Brazil in 
1808. Senhor de Carvalho's work is a model of scholarly and typo- 
graphical excellence, worthy to be compared with the very best historical 
bibliographies of periodicals. He lists and describes, with excellent 
historical annotations, no fewer than 1619 issues of the press of his 
state, chiefly, of course, printed in the capital. The legend of the 
existence of a printing-press at Recife in 1647, during the time of 
the Dutch occupation, has been dissipated. The first press in the 
province was set up in 181 7. The first newspaper, the Aurora Pernam- 
bucana, a short-lived organ of Governor Luiz do Rego, appeared in 
1821. Longer and more important is the history of the Diario de 
Pernambuco, which began to be issued in 1825 and is still in existence. 
It is the oldest newspaper in Latin America, the next oldest being the 
Jornal do Commercio of Rio de Janeiro (1827), and El Mercurio of 
Valparaiso (1828). Senhor de Carvalho devotes almost thirty pages 
to the history of this paper and of its political connections. Even a 
cursory inspection of the volume gives the reader a not inconsiderable 
insight into the history of culture in Pernambuco and its region. 

TEXT-BOOKS 

An Outline History of the Roman Empire (44 B. C. to 3J8 A. D.). 
By William Stearns Davis, Ph.D., Professor of History in the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota. (New York, The Macmillan Company, 1909, 
pp. ix, 222.) This is the first text-book of Roman history for college 
students written in this country in recent times, but it is intended as 
an aid to instruction, not in Roman but in medieval history. The 
author is convinced " that to understand the Middle Ages it is necessary 
to know something of the progress and fall of that great Empire whence 
feudal Europe issued " — a conviction which, we suppose, everybody 
shares ; but when he states that " no compact and practical sketch, suit- 
able for the study of the average student, has come to hand ", we cannot 
refrain from bringing his book into juxtaposition with the " briefest 
outline " on the same subject which Mr. H. Stuart Jones published a 
year earlier in the unhappy Story of the Nations series. 

The two are alike in centring attention in the personalities and 
work of the successive rulers, but the English book — besides being in 
every respect a more substantial performance — describes with much 
greater fullness the character and growth of the civil and military 
system by means of which this work was achieved. His shortcoming 
in this respect Professor Davis condones by remarking that " the aver- 
age student in a beginner's history class in college does not always 
understand institutions readily." The real question, however, seems to 
us to be whether the history of the Roman Empire is worth anything 
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to him without the institutions — even for the purposes of medieval 
study. Professor Davis's book makes about three hours' easy reading, 
while Mr. Jones uses about four times as much space for his irreducible 
minimum, and it cannot be read with profit in twelve hours. It gives 
one much more to think about; but, of course, it is written for adults. 
Mr. Jones did not have to deal with American college conditions, nor 
with the average student whose lack of capacity for any prolonged 
mental effort is seemingly taken for granted nowadays. We surmise 
that the latter will find Professor Davis's concise, graceful exposition, 
with its clever portraiture and absence of difficulties, more pleasant to 
read, but that the best students will derive more profit from Mr. Jones's 
dignified, thoughtful sketch. The English book is written with an ever- 
present consciousness of the existence and character of the original 
sources, the American with a good comprehension of the possibilities 
of the secondary literature. The illustrations in the former furnish 
a speaking set of documents for the history of Roman art; the maps 
in the latter are execrable. 

" To tell the story of the Roman Empire in its fulness ", says Mr. 
Jones, " is a task for which no man now living is qualified, and it is 
probable that the historian who is destined to achieve that task with 
success has yet to be born." We have better hopes of the present 
generation than has Mr. Jones; but it is a fact ugly and obvious that 
there is now in existence no large comprehensive treatment of the 
subject which is even remotely master of the specialized literature, and 
this is true no less of the Republic than of the Empire: Until such a 
work is produced the briefest outlines must all be unsatisfactory. 

W. S. Ferguson. 

A Constitutional History of England. By A. M. Chambers. (New 
York, The Macmillan Company, 1909, pp. xix, 355.) In the brief com- 
pass of this little book Miss Chambers has undertaken to relate the 
history of the English constitution from the earliest time until the 
present day. She has omitted only the subject of modern local gov- 
ernment, because she could not in so limited a space deal with it ade- 
quately, and also because many good books on this subject already exist. 
The omission is certainly excusable. 

The author shows complete familiarity with all the modern writers 
on English constitutional history and a thorough comprehension of 
their views. She has selected for treatment the essential matters, and 
in each case applies a sound judgment and unusual analytical powers 
to the question under consideration. Add to this that her style, though 
necessarily a trifle dry, is simple and lucid, and that she has the gift 
of explaining abstract matters so that they are quickly understood, and 
it will be evident that her book is one of great merit. She might have 
spent a little more time in elucidating the process of a " fine of land " 
and the practice of " uses ", but these are the only matters which seem 
not to be perfectly clear. 



